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President’s Corner 

Are you kidding me? The semester is over already? WOW! 

What a semester it has been for the Glamorous Gamma Rho 

Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. I am 

Laura Lea Tamia Coleman, President of the Gamma Rho Chapter 

of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated on the campus of 

Jackson State University. It has been my honor and privilege 

to serve as the president of a group of outstanding young wom-

en who have  dedicated their time and knowledge to our most 

distinguished organization.  

Our chapter membership consists of highly educated women 

committed to the legacy of “Service to all Mankind”, by contin-

ually serving as advocate for those in need, promoting academic 

achievement, and bringing attention to global issues. This semester Gamma Rho has had the op-

portunity to fulfill these duties of being of Service to all Mankind through multiple Glamorous 

events and community service! We participated in events starting with a refreshing 

back   Chapter Retreat including Bowling for Backpacks followed by welcoming incoming fresh-

man with Freshman Move-In and hosting a Freshman Social for freshman girls. We held several 

drives during the semester such as a Book Drive, Seasonal Wraps Drive and a pretty good num-

ber of Voter Registration Drives! The voter drives were near and dear to Gamma Rho because 

this year was a very important election, so this allowed us to host a Debate Watch, Get Out 

and Vote, and Passing Out Sample Ballots.  

We had the opportunity to get free testing at the Health Fair at Jackson Revival while helping 

out with registration, participating in the Sickle Cell Walk, Jackson States' Organizational 

Fair, and even performing for College Day at Lake Elementary; showcasing to student the im-

portance of attending college and a better way to "Think HBCU!" I attended the 67th Boule 

and Gamma Rho attended their first Undergraduate Roundup. Just mentioning these events 

has truly allowed me to know how hard work can actually be fun! Gamma Rho works hand in hand 

with their grad advising chapter Beta Delta Omega, as they allowed us to be apart and help out 

with their ASCEND program, and Community Garden which only help lead up to an Awesome 

event called the Mentor/Mentee Mixer, where Gamma Rho Sorors had a first hand opportunity 

to mix and mingle with Beta Delta Omega Sorors and choose a mentor. This is event may have 

been one of my personal favorites because although I had my mentor already, it was just a joy 

to fellowship with other Sorors in such good spirits and such good food. This year Gamma Rho 

decided to go back to the 50's and bring the PinK Ladies to campus of Jackson State with AKA 

Week! The Pink Ladies of the Gamma Rho Chapter presented Pink GreAse! AKA week was defi-

nitely one for the books and a way for Gamma Rho to Rock and Roll followed by a week of sis-

terly relations and step show AKAtude for our 2016 Homecoming activities.  
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Although all of these activities were oh so fun, this semester we also put a tremendous amount 

of focus on Anti-Hazing by having multiple Risk Management Workshops, and participating in 

the Jackson State Anti- Hazing Week. We are committed to the International Program 

“Launching New Dimensions of Service” that was envisioned by our 29th International Presi-

dent, Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson. Gamma Rho will continue to expand its community and campus 

presence through positive outreach and building strong relationships that are essential to our 

continued success.  

The work of a President is never a light load but I took this task on and took it very seri-

ous. Our Platform theme was Becoming Ivies at the R.O.O.T Again. Reforming our image On 

and around the community in Order to be better sisters while keeping the Traditions of our 

sorority. I could not have had the successful semester as I did without chapter support, my 

sisters being one phone call away and my amazing grad advisors who had my back since day one! 

It is bittersweet to see this semester end so soon but I am forever grateful for the memo-

ries, long nights, and such Glamorous Times! With Love 1908 times. 

Sisterly,  

Laura                           

Sorors…. Do You Really Know Your Leader? 

President Soror Laura Coleman 

Jackson, MS 

Senior 

Mass Communications Major and Speech Minor 
 

Laura Coleman is a member or the NAACP, National Association for Black Jour-

nalist, A member of the campus newscast, former Miss Pre Alumni Council 15-16, 

MADDRAMA, Campus Activity Board   Director of Records  

and a host of others.  

 
Fun Fact: She keeps a mustard seed at all times (Matthew 17:20) 

 
Her Quote to Live By: “Let gratitude be the pillow upon which  

you kneel to say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the bridge you build to overcome 
evil and welcome good.”  

       ― Maya Angelou 
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Health Fair at Jackson Revival Center 

On Saturday, August 13, 2016 Gamma Rho Sorors traveled to The 

Jackson Revival Center in Jackson, MS to help with registration at 

their annual Health Fair. As a Soror who attended I must say we had a 

blast! There were so 

many health booths to 

visit, and even a few 

speakers who came to 

share with us not only 

about health but about 

finances. Although these 

great events were hap-

pening throughout the 

fair, the most important 

event was the free HIV 

testing sponsored by  

 

My Brother’s Keeper and 

Jackson Revival Center; 

they had on site for participants to get tested, and did I mention it 

was free and came with an awesome t shirt! All Sorors who attended 

the fair were tested and found HIV negative, now that is PEARLfect! 

Gamma Rho would just like to thank Sorors Ruby and Courtney Denson, 

and Jackson Revival Center Senior Pastor, Jennifer R. Biard for invit-

ing us and allowing us to be of service to all mankind for their annual 

Health Fair!  

 

By Laura Coleman  
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College Day at Lake Elementary  

Jackson Public School students come from a wide variety of cultural, 

economic, language, racial, and social backgrounds. It is essential that 

all elementary schools begin to prepare students to attend college or 

other post-secondary educational programs. To support this goal, each 

school is asked to develop a college-going culture better known as     

College Day throughout the Jackson Public School District. 

This day was designed to remind students of the fundamentals to suc-

ceed in college and life. Students should learn to read with excellent 

comprehension and for a variety of purposes. Also, to explain to stu-

dents that good habits and self-discipline are needed for success in 

college and in career development .  

This year’s Jackson Public School College Day, Lake Elementary invited 

the Jackson State National Pan Hellenic Council to speak to students 

and do a small performance for them. The Glamorous Gamma Rho chap-

ter graced the stage for students by showcasing 3 strolls and two 

steps for the students. Also, President, Laura Coleman spoke to stu-

dents about the importance of staying in school, getting good grades, 

being obedient in class, and the importance of coming to college. As our 

chapter chant explains, "supreme in 

service, sisterhood, and scholastics 

too," Gamma Rho brought the 

AKAtude! Special thanks to Lake Ele-

mentary principal, faculty, staff, and 

students for inviting Gamma Rho and 

allowing us to be of service to all 

mankind. 
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By Soror Ursla Offiah and  

Soror Jocelyn Henderson 
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Undergraduate Round-Up is an opportunity for all undergradu-

ate sorors in the region to come together, fellowship, social-

ize and learn wonderful information about our great sorority.  

The South Eastern Undergraduate Round-Up was held in Bir-

mingham, Alabama on August 26-27, 2016.  On Friday,       

chapters throughout the region competed in the strut and 

stroll– off competition.  There was so much excitement in the 

room.  The evening ended with a delicious Mexican buffet.   

Saturday was about the business of AKA.  There were several 

workshops on program with emphasis on Voter Registration 

and “Get Out The Vote”.  Sorors had an opportunity to devel-

op their individual Risk Management Plan before listening to a 

presentation on Risk Management.  The undergraduate sorors 

had some special sharing time with the Regional Director and 

the 2nd Anti– Supreme Basileus followed by a group picture.  

The luncheon was exciting filled with fun activities and many 

prizes were given away. 

Afterwards, we loaded our 

bus back to home,  after a 

very exciting weekend.  Oh 

yeah, we travel to UGR with 

our sister chapter, Gamma 

Omicron.   
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The semester began with a bang… Chapter Retreat and Meet the 

Greeks.  The Chapter Retreat was held on Friday and Saturday, August 

19-20, 2016 at the Jackson Revival Center. Soror Alexia Thomas and 

Soror Jaelah Wright-Keely planned and organized a fun-filled and in-

formative weekend with an array of educational sessions, sisterly rela-

tions  and team-building activities.  Soror celebrated all summer birth-

days with a beautiful birthday cake during the sisterly relations activi-

ty.  The team building session demonstrated how well we work together 

and allowed us to see our weaknesses. The workshop sessions included, 

officers workshop, Anti—Hazing, “Think Like A Lady, Act Like A Lady”, 

Afterwards, several step team members performed a stroll at 

Meet the Greeks on campus for freshmen orientation week.  
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 Freshman Move-in for the Class of 2020 at Jackson 
State University was a huge success. The Glamorous 
ladies of    Gamma Rho devoted their time and ener-
gy into welcoming such great 
students to this      illustrious 
campus. Incoming freshman 
were also given the oppor-
tunity to register to vote in 
the upcoming elec-
tion November 8, 2016. All 
in all, there are great things in 
store for this upcoming se-
mester! 
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Gamma Rho sorors took time out of their busy  summer 

schedule  and break to assist with the  “Strut Fashion 

Show” sponsored by the Cure Sickle 

Cell Foundation.  The fashion show 

featured beautiful and talented young 

models from the Jackson area. Sorors assisted 

with decorations, setting up for the event and assisted 

the children with prepar-

ing for the  runway. It is 

no secret Gamma Rho so-

rors love love love fashion 

and  make-up!!! 

 

According to Soror Dee  Nixon,  

Founder and President of the 

Cure Sickle Cell Foundation, 

she was so elated to have 

Gamma Rho sorors assist with 

the show.  She stated that she 

loves  working with the sorors.  
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  The Freshman Social was a success, we had participa-

tion from at least 75% of sorors and over 50 freshman 

ladies were in attendance. The freshman ladies donated 

school supplies that will be taken to the Bethlehem Cen-

ter. Eight ladies served on the panel and discussed top-

ics dealing with education, social life, and girl talk. A few 

other sorors joined in to assist with the question and an-

swer segment where freshman ladies had the chance to 

ask questions anonymously. The ladies were given cake 

and punch, and we gave out prizes to the ladies who 

brought the most school supplies, won the elimination 

game, and arrived first. 

By Soror Jasmine Barnes 
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Academic Excellence 

Congratulations to the following sorors who      
received recognition from the Regional Director… 

 

 

 

4.0 

Tershuna Bass 

3.8 –3.99 

Jasmine Barnes 

Barbara Carter 

Aaliyah Dent 

April Fulgham 

Jasmine Jackson 

Ilexis Lindsey 

Marqua Lofton 

Ovia Slater 

Alexia Thomas 

Chelsea Watts 

3.5—3.79 

Faith Ambrose 

Alexis Armstrong 

Jocelyn Henderson 

Shalah Robinson 

Breanna Showers 

Karimah Strawder 

Natalie Thompson 

Nicole Thompason 

Breanna Viverette 

Siara Wells 

Erin Williams 

Frantreasea Williams 

AKA 
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AKA Week 2016 

“PinK GreAse” 
Church Services 

“Kolor Fun Run” (Stomp Out Childhood Hunger ) 

Lip Sync Battle 

Mental Health Awareness Day  

(Paint Party at the Mental Health Program and Forum) 

Battle of the Sexes 

Recycle Program 

Mr. Debonair Pageant  

Hot Spot 

Melita A. Woodard Scholarship Ball 

      AKA 
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“PINK GREASE” 
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   MENTAL HEALTH FORUM 

Melita Woodard Scholarship Ball 
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   Kolor Fun Run– Childhood Hunger Awareness Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                   Lip Synk Battle  
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  Paint party with the patients 
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Know Your Protocol….. 

By Soror LaTasha McCullar 

 

Alpha Kappa Alpha has always stressed 

the excellence of its membership and 

the organization. We are charged as 

members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 

Inc. to protect our legacy and honor our 

founders with our words and deeds.  This is done by 

understanding protocol and the Soror Code of Ethics. 

“Protocol” as defined by Webster states the adher-

ence to the rules and or conventions of correct an ap-

propriate behavior of an individual, group, organization 

on both official and ceremonial occasions.   

 

The Soror Code of Ethics provides the general guide-

lines of expected conduct for all Sorors. Which above 

all else is to uphold a standard that allows its members 

to serve as beacons for young women and girls in their 

communities and on their respective college campuses.  

Our ultimate goal should be to preserve Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Inc. membership as a desirable and 

honorable affiliation, protecting the sorority from 

harassment, ridicule, scandal or legal liability.   
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See the list below of examples of actions one should 

avoid: 

Avoid wearing paraphilia to clubs, parties, or events 

that encourage alcohol consumption 

Disobeying the law 

Acts of violence and criminal conduct 

Being crude and vociferous 

Presenting yourself publicly in a manner that reflects 

low moral or questionable character  

Being rude, unkind, dishonest, and unfair 

Wearing clothes so revealing that they embarrass 

others 

Acts of hazing and report occurrences to the appro-

priate authority  

Once you are a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, 

Inc. you are ALWAYS wearing your letters. Carry your-

self as if you have your colors and letters on at all 

times.  Remember “You” represent our Sorority!! 

 

“Protocol is the responsibility of ALL mem-

bers of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. “ 
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Voter Registration, Debate Watch and  

“Get Out the Vote” 

 

 

Voter Registration  

Understanding the  Ballot 

“Get Out the Vote” 
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Debate Watch 

Debate Watch  
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Homecoming 2016 

 

 

         Miss AKA  

A view of H
omecoming 2016 
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Community Garden 

Gamma Rho Chapter is honored to be apart 
of the community garden sponsored by  
Beta Delta Omega and Rho Lambda Omega 
Chapters.  It is located at the Fresh 
Start Church located in Jackson.  The 
ground breaking ceremony was held in  
September and the planting started in  
October.   
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ASCEND– Cycle 3 

Gamma Rho and Gamma Omicron  

sorors facilitated the ASCEND 

session in  October. The sorors  

presented several fun               

ice-breakers and discussed op-

portunities and majors in the 

STEM field.     
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Joint  

Meeting 

with  

Beta Delta 

Omega  
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Mentor-Mentee Mixer 

 

FUN ! FUN!  FUN! ….. 

Sorors had a great 

time meeting their 

mentor. 
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Thanksgiving Dinner at Bethlehem Center 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.  

 

Each year, the sorors of Beta Delta Omega in collaboration with 

Gamma Rho and Gamma Omicron celebrate Thanksgiving with the 

residents of the Bethlehem Center 

community.  The chapters and members 

prepare a spread of wonderful holiday 

food and delicious deserts to share 

with the community.  Alone with a 

delicious meal, there is singing, praise 

dancing,    poems, door prizes and gifts 

bags for everyone in attendance. 

Serving dinner to the community 

warms the hearts of all 

sorors who attend.    
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 32 

 

Target III- Family Strengthening 

Stomping Out Childhood Hunger at Operation  

Shoestring 

Gamma Rho Chapter in collaboration with Beta Delta Omega Chapter do-

nated 200  drawstring backpacks to the afterschool children at Operation 

Shoestring on Friday, November 4, 2016.  The non-perishable easy to 

prepare food items were collected at the Kolor Fun Run during AKA 

Week.  The Kolor Run was held on the National Impact Day for Childhood 

Hunger.  The entry fee for the Kolor run was a donated food item.  Food 

items were packed in backpacks donated by Regions Bank.    

Pictured are Soror Laura Coleman  and Beta Delta Omega Soros 
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Cure Sickle Cell 

Foundation 5-K 

Walk/Run/Ride 
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National Pan Hellenic Council  celebrates Anti-Hazing Week 

 

 

The NPHC celebrated NPHC Week during the National 

Anti-Hazing Prevention Week.  The NPHC planned an   

array of forums, presentations and a community service 

project during the week.   
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Look...AKA– EVERYWHERE! 

 Soror Victoria Norwood sings at 

Founders’ Day Convocation 

Morgan Hightower– J-Sette Captain 
Cheerleaders—Natalie and Nicole Thompson 

Brie Kemp– Prancing J-Sette 
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Girl Talk 

The Health Promotions -Committee planned a very in-

formative forum specifically for the young ladies at Jack-

son State  University.  Attorney Patricia Bennett, Law Pro-

fessor and  Interim Dean for the Mississippi School Law 

and Dr. Natasha Harderman, Ob-Gyn, provided infor-

mation regarding women’s 

health,  sexual assaults and 

abuse. The young ladies were 

very attentive and the presen-

tations sparked a wide range of 

questions and scenarios.    
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Risk Management 

Throughout the semester, Gamma Rho sorors have been participating in 

a variety of Risk Management  workshops and activities.   

 1.   Risk Management and Hazing  presentation at Chapter Retreat 

 2.   Risk Management presentation at Undergraduate Round-Up 

 3.    Presentation at each chapter meeting 

         4.   Two forums during the NPHC—National Anti-Hazing Week 

What is  Risk?   

Risk is anything that jeopardizes the health, safety, or welfare of an       

individual.  Risk can be found in almost every, aspect of our sorority.  

For that reason, it is  important for us to constantly review carious ar-

eas of risk and the possible impact to the sorority.  Some examples of 

risks  include; 

 Inappropriate photographs 

 Inappropriate social media posting 

 Inappropriate step show content   

 Insufficient internal control 

 Misappropriation of funds 

 Poor or missing documentation 

 Hazing (Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc and Jackson State 
 have a zero-tolerance policy for hazing). 

Risk Management is dynamic.  Every member of the sorority is          

expected to be a Risk manager, empowered to proactively manage risk.   

Read Your Documents 
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Gamma Rho 2017 Officers 

 

 

 Gamma Rho implemented two backpack drives.  

 

Backpacks 

were donated 

to the Cure 

Sickle Cell 

foundation 

and two local 

school, 

 

Basileus– Alexia Thomas 

Anti-Basileus– Jaelah Wright-Keely 

Grammateus– Jaslyn Richardson 

Anti– Grammateus– Urslah Offiah 

Tamiouchos– Jerrica Johnson 

Pecunious Grammateus– Karimah Strawder  

Epistoleus– Markesha Robinson 

Philacter– Courtney Denson 

Hodegos- Laura Coleman 

Historian– Aaliyah Dent 

Business Manager– Shalah Robinson 

Ivy Leaf Reporter—Marqua Lofton 

Backpack Drive and School Supply Drive  

Web Mistress– Casey Fisher 

Miss AKA– Ovia Slater 

 Member-At– Large– Shamirica Williams 

NPHC Reps– Chelsea Watts 

  Frantreasea Williams 

  Shmiraca Williams 

Nominating Committee– Aaliyah Dent 

   Erin Williams 

   Frantresea Williams 

   Karimah Strawder 

   Kailyn Collins  
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Courtesies Extended  

This semester, the Gamma Rho Chapter continues the traditions of 

sending courtesies to sorors on and around the campus of Jackson 

State University. Courtesies extended to: 

 
Soror Karla Smith 

 

Soror Stephanie Chatman 

 

Sorors Courtney and Ruby Denson 

 

Soror Glenda Haynes 

 

Gamma Omicron Chapter for  

     Soror Melanie Dotson 

 
To the Jackson Revival Center 

 

Soror Shawanda Brooks, a part of the Lambda Eta Chapter of Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. on the campus of Mississippi State Uni-

versity, a congratulations card was sent for being crowned Home-

coming Queen. There has not been an African American Homecoming 

Queen at MSU the last 15 years! 

 
Soror Leah Gibson, a part of the Theta Psi chapter of Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Inc. on the campus of the University of Mississippi, 

a congratulations card was sent for being crowned Miss University 

2016-2017. 
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Upcoming Events and Deadlines 

Final Examination Week  

Dec. 5 - 9, 2016 

 

             Fall Commencement  

            Friday, Dec. 9, 2016 

      Athletic and Assembly Center  

      10:00 am  

Congratulations Soror Deborah Christy and Soror Jeryl Gibson  

 

                  Spring Semester Begins  

January 9, 2017 

 

South Eastern Regional Conference 

March 10–13, 2017 

Birmingham, Alabama 

 

Strategic Plan 

December 2016 

 

Standards of Excellence Report 

December 15, 2016 

 

Gamma Rho Chapter– End of the Year Reports 

December 30, 2016 

 

Seasons Greetings Sorors  
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

Gamma Rho Chapter 

Jackson State University 

P. O Box 17096 Jackson, MS  39217 

www.gammarho1949.org 

 

 

 

 

 

  

       

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Glamorous Times   

committee would like to 

thank sorors for your 

timely submission of      

articles, photos and    

noteworthy chapter news 

and events. 

Happy Birthday to all sorors celebrating    birthdays in 

August, September, October,  November and  

December 


