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President’s Corner 

Greetings Sorors, 
  

As we come to a close of a excellent semester filled with sisterhood and service, I would 

like to thank each and every one of you all for your hard work and dedication. I am 

excited for the new administration and the opportunity that they have to lead the Gamma 

Rho chapter into continued success.  My administration has had a challenging but yet 

successful year and accomplished a lot in a short period of time.  

 

Our trademark was P.R.E.T.T.Y., which stands for: 

Pearls   Respectfully and Effectively Transforming and Tuning Your World. 

My administration was focused on service that impacts the community, our sisterhood 

and our scholarship. We have been P.R.E.T.T.Y in service, P.R.E.T.T.Y.  in sisterliness 

and P.R.E.T.T.Y. in scholarship.  

 

It is my hope that Gamma Rho will continue to meet all of the Dimension of Service 

Targets on-campus and within our community. We have positively impacted our campus and community by creating 

the stepping-stone for tuning our world. We not only meet all of our targets, but we have also rebuild our relationships 

with other Mississippi undergraduate chapters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated and other Pan Hellenic 

Council organizations through service. By working together, we have made a bigger impact in our community, state 

and world. 

 

We have promoted unity and longevity amongst the chapter. We have had numerous amounts of sisterly relations that 

have promoted unity within the chapter and created a spirit of longevity. We have welcomed 60 new sorors into our 

Illustrious  sorority and continue to nurture the ivy through sisterhood. Scholarship is very important for members of 

our chapter and the community. During my administration, we have had numerous workshops and even started the 

Janie Carrie Scholarship for educators. 

 

 

We, individually and collectively, are P.R.E.T.T.Y on the inside and outside, and we have made our  campus and 

community P.R.E.T.T.Y. on the inside and outside during this semester. We have accomplish so much, and each of 

you have been an instrumental part in our chapter achieving its greatness.    

 

I have enjoyed being your president. This presidency has taught me a lot about life and people. I have had many lessons 

learned and I will carry those lessons with me as I travel through life. The success of my presidency was not just 

because of me but it was because of the entire Gamma Rho chapter.  

 

To the new administration, make sure you hit the ground running and achieve everything that you want to achieve. Let 

this administration continue to build the foundation of our chapter and reach for new height. Remember the road is not 

easy but you do not walk it alone. 

 

Farewell, 

Soror Lacey Wicks  
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Who knew that March 6, 2016 would forever change the lives of 60 young, black, and gifted, college women. The road to AKAland was 

not easy road but in the end result this process was well worth 

it. During the process for 60 new individuals, perhaps the most 

important yet toughest trials was all the vital information 

taught in the sessions each and every day of the process. As 

prospective candidates, candidates started their process off by 

attending their first full day and orientation to Alpha Kappa 

Alpha. Throughout this process there were many topics 

discussed such as each prospective member’s expectations of being a member, Alpha Kappa 

Alpha's organizational structure and thee Anti-Hazing policy. Candidates each had academic study sessions before attending sessions and 

these study periods were for candidates to learn their co candidates more and learn their information being taught to them. Prospective 

members learned about the sororities purpose, founders, the Alpha Kappa Alpha pledge and hymns, and how the sorority is governed 

(manual of standard procedure, constitution and bylaws). Although each session had its specific time to go through specific areas, there 

were many times that candidates were able to learn even more. ……… 
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Service to All Mankind 
“Serving the Metro- Jackson community is such a rewarding 

activity. Originally from Jackson, it brings joy to my life knowing 

that I can give back to the community that has given so much to 

me.” – Soror Jordan Carter 

1908 Playground Adoption  
Gamma Rho adopted the Lottie W. Thornton 

Playground located at the JSU Early Childhood 

Center. We have dedicated ourselves to not only 

hosting events with the children, but also rebuilding the 

playground and providing educational equipment. 

Make a Wish Foundation 
 In honor our service commitment with JSU NPHC, the 

new initiates participated in the new member’s 
community service project with the Make a Wish 

Foundation. 

Sweetness 5K Walk/Run 
 At the Annual Sweetness 5K Walk/ Run at JSU, 

Gamma Rho sorors sponsored the Kids Zone. Sorors 

had a wonderful time painting faces, serving healthy 

snacks and making sure the kids were safe in the  

space-jumps. 

Think HBCU Basketball Game 
In order to raise money for Africare, Gamma Rho 

sorors served as the host for the JSU vs Alcorn State 

University basketball game. Sorors participated in Pie 

an AKA, which raised over $100. They also got the 

crowd involved by taking pictures with the instagram 

boards. 

FUN!  FUN!   FUN!  AKA style.  
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Habitat for Humanity  
Habitat for Humanity is an organization that builds 

homes for under-privileged people. This year a 

woman and her two kids received the home we 

assisted in building along with our graduate chapter 

Beta Delta Omega. 

 

Sew and Stitch and Socialize 
 

Gamma Rho sorors helped put together dresses for 

young girls in Africa. They had a tremendous time 

collaborating with their awesome graduate advising 

chapter Beta Delta Omega. Thank you to all the sorors 

who came out and participated. 
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The Underground television series viewing was a wonderful opportunity for the Gamma Rho Chapter. 
Sorors along with Jackson State students were able to meet members of the cast as well as have a special 

viewing of the first episode followed by a question and answer session. Throughout the day, Soror 
Jordan took the cast members on a tour of the university and 

answered numerous questions about life at a HBCU and 
different historical spots on campus. Although one of the cast 
members went to FAMU, he had to say that JSU was a great 

school. Underground premiered on WGN Network on March 
9, 2016 and it received great reviews. It was picked up for a 

second season, 
so we are eager 

to provide 
another 

viewing. All in all, we had a wonderful time and had full 

house for the viewing. It is always wonderful to not only 
provide the campus with a unique opportunity, but to 

also enable others to learn more about their culture and 

heritage. Thank you to Soror Jordan and Soror Lacey for 
hosting this event and thank you Soror MaChandra 

Forrest- Wilder for taking dynamic pictures of the event. 
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Spring Into Service  
 Along with expanding its chapter by 60 new initiates, the Glamorous Gamma Rho Chapter  of Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Sorority, Inc., does not stop just there. Being of service to all mankind is one of the many major reasons for Alpha 

Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc., and the Gamma Rho Chapter celebrated another Spring into Service week as we SLAYed into 

service April 9-April 15, 2016. SLAY into service week started off the week with a closed event, leadership forum entitled, 

Leadership AKAdemy, where sorors gathered at their Beta Delta Omega, advising chapter to learn leadership skills from 

Soror Beverly Wade Hogan, President of Tougaloo College. Set it back Saturday, Gamma Rho sorors invited the public to 

get moving and come to their 90's Zumba fitness party held 

on the campus of Jackson State University in the Walter 

Peyton recreation center. Sunday, sorors attended We Are 

One United Methodist Church, located in Jackson, MS; for 

Pretty In Prayer for one empowering church service by Pastor 

Howard and later enjoying fellowship brunch with one 

another at Country Fisherman Restaurant. Starting off the 

academic week, sorors held 1908 Playground renovation on 

the campus of Jackson State University where the chapter has adopted the Lottie W. Thornton Early Childhood Center 

playground on campus. Tuesday, sorors traveled to the Boys and Girls club on Capitol Street, in Jackson, MS to entertain, 

tutor, and exercise with young kids from the west Jackson area promoting the importance of education and good health. 

Wednesday, the campus and the Gamma Rho chapter pledged to stay pretty and protected by 

signing the pledge poster and passing out condoms and facts promoting safe sex. Thursday, and 

Friday of the SLAY into service week, we were scheduled to host Pie An AKA and My HBCU 

is Kold but due to inclement weather these events were canceled. Although two service events 

were canceled, that didn't stop sorors from finishing the week out strong. The last day of service, 

sorors traveled to the Jackson Zoo in Jackson, MS to help clean up in and around the Zoo for 

future visitors to enjoy! This year’s SLAY into service week was the first for the 60 new initiates but surely and tradition 

for the chapter as we are excited to continue this tradition as we continue to be of service to ALL mankind. 

Sisterly Submitted by: Lauren Coleman 
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AKAdemics 
Who’s Who Among American 
Colleges and Universities 

Congratulations to Sorors, Aaliyah Dent, Jasmine Jackson, 

Lashayla Gilbert, Alexia Thomas, Laura Coleman, Shamirica 

Williams, Ann Johnson , Lakeitha Brown, Tia Jackson, Alesha 

Jackson, Victoria Norwood, Arianna Cargin, Natalie 

Thompson, Nicole Thompson, Breanna Viverette, Jazzlyn 

Harris, Karimah Starawder, and Joslyn Henderson. You are 

AWESOME! 

Phi Alpha Delta Pre- Law Fraternity 

Congratulations to Sorors Faith Ambrose, Alexis 

Armstrong, Jordan Carter, and Ann Johnson for 

becoming charter members of the Phi Alpha Delta 

chapter on campus. You Rock!! 

Chi Alpha Epsilon Honor Society 
Congratulations to Soror Aschira White. You Rock! 

Congratulations Soror Laura Coleman. You better 

work soror! 

Lambda Pi Eta Honor Society 
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Regional Conference 
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Regional Conference – Legacy Parade 
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Farewell to our Graduates 

Farwell to our graduating seniors, we have truly 

appreciated your time and talents. Your service to 

our chapter has been unwavering and we salute for 

a job well done. As you embark on a new journey 

we encourage each of you to continue to uphold the 

commitment you made to Alpha Kappa Alpha 

forever and a day. 

 

Spring 2016 Graduates: 

LaKeitha Brown 

Orionna Brumfield 

Arianna Cargin 

Jordan Carter 

Amber Davis 

Daria Davis 

Jasmine Douglas 

Brionna  Epes 

Marliegha Evans 

LaShayla Gilbert 

Kenisha Hayes 

Alesha Jackson 

Sierra Jackson 

Ann Johnson 

Jasmine Knight 

Erin Miller 

Shakia Norman 

Amber Stokes 

Ariel Taylor  

Alonna Tipton 

Lacey Wicks 

Aschira White 

Danielle Wright 

Sarah Wyatt 

Laterrol Valentine 
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Graduate Advisor Spotlight 

Oh Mighty Oak 
By: Kathy J. Parenteau 

Stand tall oh mighty oak, for all the world to see, 
your strength and undying beauty forever amazes me. 

Though storm clouds hover above you, 
your branches span the sky, 

in search of the radiant sunlight you 
count on to survive. 

When the winds are high and restless and 
you lose a limb or two, 

it only makes you stronger, we 
could learn so much from you. 

Though generations have come and gone 
and brought about such change, 

quietly you've watched them all yet still 

remained the same. 
I only pray God give to me the strength he's 

given you, 
to face each day with hope, whether 

skies are black or blue, 
Life on earth is truly a gift 

every moment we must treasure, 
it's the simple things we take for granted 

that become our ultimate pleasures. 

 
We thank each of you for always being our mighty oak and guiding us further 

and further to the Alpha light. 
 



 

 

 

Ivy Leaf Reporter and Web Mistress Farewell 

The time has come for me to bid farewell to my beloved Gamma Rho. I have had an awesome 

time serving as your Ivy Leaf Reporter and Web Mistress. The time spent taking pictures, 

updating the instagram, posting on twitter, and updating the website was time well spent. To the 

new Ivy Leaf Reporter and Web Mistress, I wish you both all the best and I challenge you to 

bring home the Jean Tolbert Newsletter Award again for our chapter. May God be with you all.  

Sisterly, 

J.Carter 
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