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President’s Corner 
Greetings, 
 
I am Laura Lea Tamia Coleman, President of the Gamma Rho 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated on the campus 
of Jackson State University. It is my honor and privilege to serve as 
the president of a group of outstanding young women who have 
dedicated their time and knowledge to our most distinguished 
organization. I am truly excited to see what Gamma Rho has in store 
for and the community around us. 
 

Gamma Rho was chartered on April 24, 1949. Our chapter membership consists of highly 
educated women committed to the legacy of “Service to all Mankind”, by continually serving 
as advocate for those in need, promoting academic achievement, and bringing attention to global 
issues. 
 
Our Platform theme is: Becoming Ivies at the R.O.O.T Again. Reforming our image On and around 
the community in Order to be better sisters while keeping the Traditions of our sorority. Our 
programs for this upcoming year are:    
 ~Sisterly Relations (Soror of the Month) 
 ~Service to the 08th power (have community service event every second Saturday of each     
    month) 
 ~Undergraduate Round-Up 
 ~AKA Week 2016 
 ~One Million Backpacks  
 ~Family Strengthening  
 ~Hazing Prevention Week  
 
We are committed to the International Program “Launching  New Dimensions of Service” that 
was envisioned by our 29th International President, Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson. Gamma 
Rho will continue to expand its community and campus presence through positive outreach and 
building strong relationships that are essential to our continued success.  
 
Please support Gamma Rho in our commitment to excellence on our campus and in the Jackson, 
Mississippi area.  On behalf of our Chapter, thank you for reading the Glamorous Times. 
 
Kindest Regards, 

 Soror Laura Coleman      
Laura Coleman, Chapter, President 
Gamma Rho Chapter 
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August 4, 2016 

 

Greetings Sorors, 

I am still basking in the glow of a successful 67th Boule. Nearly 22,000 
sorors attended the Boule and based on your initial  survey feedback 
and social media posts; you too enjoyed your time in Atlanta. Thank 

you for your attendance and for coming prepared to take care of the business of the organi-
zation. Critical decisions including budget and bylaw changes took place that will shape the 
future of our Sorority for years to come. Your attention, feedback, and sisterly love through-
out Boule were greatly appreciated. 

A few items of note: 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority set a new Guinness Book of World Records achievement by 
hosting the largest plated dinner in history during our Boule banquet. We beat our previous 
2008 record.  
 
Sorors you did an outstanding job collecting thousands of items during the Boule. Alpha  
 
Kappa Alpha Sorority collected and has subsequently donated: 
 
 4,962 backpacks filled with school supplies 
 3,712 seasonal wraps 
 3,708 eyeglasses 
 41,070 Little Dresses for Africa surpassing our goal of 29,000 
 
I look forward to seeing you this fall and as we head into the spring 2017 conference sea-
son. In the meantime, let us remain steadfast in our commitment to Be of Service to All 
Mankind and may we be as equally committed to getting ourselves and others to the polls 
this November. 

Yours in Sisterhood and Service, 

 

Soror Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson  
Supreme Basileus 
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The  67th Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Boule was held in Atlanta, Georgia July 9-14, 
2016. So much work was done while in Atlanta. We featured 23 service projects that  
enhance the worldwide community. Additionally, we installed new officers and made 
important changes to our Constitution & Bylaws. We held over 50 training workshops 
with information that will allow the attendees to grow individually and personally, as 
well as collectively within the organization. We were inspired through outstanding 
speakers like Janelle Monae and Rev. Claudette A. Copeland. Additionally, we were en-
tertained by musical guests Carl Thomas, Byron Cage, Jeffrey  Osborne, and Boyz II 
Men. Finally, we made history in our All White Formal Banquet by hosting the largest 
sit-down dinner in Georgia history. It was a truly exciting time 
 
Our social media reached new heights with media walls and streaming social feeds! 
Plus, for the first time we provided WiFi and charging stations, digital signage with key 
and timely informational updates, workshop information and bus routes, including 3D 
interactive Wayfinders along with our popular AKAnet & Internet Cafés. 
 

We also launched a completely new reimagined AKA App with enhanced functionality, 

and a fresh design creating a consistent presence across all our technology platforms. 

AKA's new App proved a powerful tool and resource for everything AKA, including your 

Boule information, Check-in barcode, Daily Activities with Workshop Materials, Boule  

Calendar, Member boards and Lost & Found... and Pink & Green Alerts!         

          

 Soror Dorothy Buckhanan Wilson  

Supreme Basileus 

“ This Boule was 

filled with so 

many 

workshops, 

trainings, plenary 

sessions, 

education, 

fellowship and 

excitement!” 
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Gamma Rho sorors attend the 67th Boule 2016 

Pictured Left to Right:  Soror Laura Coleman, Basileus, 

Jerrica Johnson, Tamiochous, Soror Courtney Denson 

and Soror Faith Ambrose, Anti– Basileus 
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Pioneering Alpha Kappa Alpha Women  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since its founding in 1908, Alpha Kappa Alpha women have led the 

way as pioneers and trailblazers in practically every area of  social,  

civic, education and business and so much more. We are the standard 

bearers. Alpha Kappa Alpha unveiled an exhibit featuring Alpha Kappa 

Alpha Pioneers across every field of human  endeavor.  

We are so proud of our Soror Reverend Audrey Hall, Assistant      

  Graduate Advisor for being recognized as a pioneers in the field of 

 religion.   Congratulation Soror Hall!!! 
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67th  Boule Experience 

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated held its 67th Boule 

2016 in the city of Atlanta, Georgia. The women of AKA took 

over the peach state by storm and in big numbers. From the 

events that were planned to the unexpected business triumphs 

the sorority had to face, the experience was truly amazing. I 

never would have thought mixing business with pleasure would 

turn out to be such a great idea and an even greater time. Boule 

2016 was one of the best conferences I've been too since forev-

er. It was very clear to see that sorors were elated about this 

Boule experience but there was one particular soror who        

attended boule without a clue of what she was getting herself in 

to, and that soror was me.  

Being the newly elected chapter president of the Gamma Rho Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha      Sorori-

ty, Inc., I had to attend boule to serve as a voting delegate for the chapter. Along with Sorors from the 

grad advising chapter, Beta Delta Omega, we traveled to the 67th Boule by charter bus, ready to take 

on Atlanta. Upon arrival we had to complete registration and grab the necessary tools we needed for 

the conference and even that was quite an experience. Seeing Sorors from all over the world literally 

left me speechless, and it made me appreciate why I chose to be a part of this illustrious sorority. 

While in Atlanta we had a planned agenda to attend plenary sessions and luncheons, which would 

sound boring and very uninteresting but that was not the case at Boule. Being a part of the Boule was 

truly something special. I attended events such as the South Eastern Region of AKA luncheon, South 

Eastern Region meet and greet party, shopping at the vendors, the Gamma Rho chapter meet and 

greet at one of Atlanta's hottest lounge bars,   being a part of the largest sit down banquets, attending 

workshops such as parliamentary procedures, and even the sororities all white party with special 

guest Boys 2 Men! 

Out of all these fabulous events I would have to say my favorite event was the plenary sessions! In the 

words of Beyoncé, they "gave me life!" Every plenary session I attended had different topics and 

taught me something new about the sorority and the business of it, every day. To add, Whenever I left 

a session, there were hour long conversations I could have about them afterwards. This truly made 

me appreciate my position in my chapter a lot more. My 67th Boule experience cannot all be de-

scribed in this article but I can assure you that it made me appreciate my choice in choosing to be a 

part of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, and the choice in choosing sisterhood over anything 

else. I cannot wait until the 68th Boule in Houston, Texas! 

My Boule experience was one to remember and I want to share it with you! 

Soror Laura Coleman 
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 67th  Boule Experience 

My first Boule experience was incredible. I have never 

felt as inspired or motivated to do such great work as I 

did at the conclusion of this remarkable event. As a 

new initiate it was encouraging to see so many active 

sorors who had such a great love for our organization. It 

was empowering to see so many women who had 

made such great contributions to society and to know 

that they were also my sisters.  

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. is full of such loving 

and intuitive women, and it really touched my heart to 

see them recognize members of the community for the 

many things that they have accomplished and contrib-

ute to their efforts to do well to others as well.  

The sessions were exemplary and really helped me in 

gaining a better understanding of the goals of the sorority and my role in helping to     accom-

plish those. These sessions also gave me a better appreciation of the sorority and just of my 

life as well. This experience was  fulfilling and 

more than rewarding. I am so proud to be a 

member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. and 

I cannot wait until the next Boule in Houston, 

Texas.  

                                                                                              

Soror Faith Ambrose 
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67th  Boule Experience 

The 67th annual Boule ~ Celebrating a Legacy of Sisterhood and Worldwide       

Impact was an awesome experience. This was my first time  attending this phe-

nomenal conference. It was overwhelming seeing thousands of sorors there for 

the same cause.  

While attending this conference, I learned that our organization is so much more 

than throwing the pinky up, but it is about striving to keep our organization        

supreme. It warmed my heart seeing our organization give back to HBCU's across 

the country.  

Seeing over 22,000 sorors dressed in white at the largest sit down dinner in        

Atlanta's history  was mind blowing. During the days spent at the conference, the 

workshops were informative and relationships were built with sisters within our 

organization. The Undergraduate and South Eastern Regional Luncheons were 

amazing. I would strongly encourage each member of the organization to make 

plans to  attend this amazing conference. 

Soror Jerrica Johnson 

 

 



11 

67th  Boule Experience 

My first Alpha Kappa Alpha Boule was a memorable  

experience. First, I shared this experience with my 

mother in which I am her legacy. We spent precious 

time together in the plenary sessions as well as in the 

vendors. It was awesome to share this experience with 

my fellow Gamma Rho girls.  I enjoyed the funny mo-

ments also with all the BDO sorors. I was welcomed 

and felt really loved. 

Boule was ten times the excitement of regional confer-

ence! I captured the first hand experience of the busi-

ness of Alpha Kappa Alpha as a first time attendee and 

by attending all the plenary sessions. I witnessed the 

delegates handle the business of of AKA. “IT IS A        

SERIOUS MATTER” that you serve with the utmost    

integrity as an officer within AKA. I learned the            

importance of the anti-hazing policy within the organi-

zation. It was truly alarming to witness fellow undergraduate sorors to lose their pearls due to      

hazing. 

I gained valuable knowledge about the organization and was afforded the opportunity to meet and 

greet with numerous members of leadership within AKA. I met the First Supreme Anti-Basileus Soror 

Glenda Glover and the Southeastern Regional Di-

rector Soror Mary Conner. I also afforded an op-

portunity to serve at Soror Shirley Christian’s 

Golden Soror Reception.  I was in awe to partake 

in an occasion with a soror who has been an AKA 

for fifty years. Oh what an   accomplishment!  

Finally, I met new friends and reconnected with 

old friends at this Boule. I enjoyed the socializa-

tion activities and overall it was an awesome     

experience to see over 22,000 sorors gather on 

one accord to handle the business of Alpha Kappa  

Alpha Sorority, Inc. 

       

Soror Courtney Denson 
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Gamma Rho 

 Meet and Greet  
Former and present Gamma Rho initiates  

gathered together to meet and have a great time  

during the Boule.  You can see from the pictures 

everyone had a great time.   
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Community Service Projects 

Little Dresses for Africa and Warm Outerwear 
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Service To All Mankind 
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The Spain Experience:  JSU Travel Abroad Program 

By Soror Courtney Denson 

This past June, I had the opportunity to travel to Madrid, Spain through Jackson State      
University’s Passport to the World program. Studying abroad was an unmatched experience 
that left a lasting impression on my education, life, and outlook. While in Madrid, I had the       
opportunity to visit several schools that varied in curriculum and demographics. The stu-
dents ranged from elementary to high school age and all greeted us with excitement, and 
were eager to give us tours of their schools. Under the guidance of experienced study 
abroad representatives, I learned the ins and outs of Spanish culture and customs while   
also visiting important national landmarks in Madrid. There were many challenges to over-
come while dealing with culture shock and language  barrier. I was able to adapt and make 
the most of my study abroad. The city was beautiful and the benefits to my education and 
personal growth have been invaluable.  
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                                                        Madrid, Spain 
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Habitat for Humanity– Women Build 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity builds homes because they believe that everyone, everywhere, 

should have a healthy and affordable place to call home. More than building homes, 

Habitat for Humanity builds communities, build hope and build the opportunity for    

families to help themselves.  Gamma Rho in collaboration with Beta Delta Omega          

chapter assisted in a home for a family in south Jackson. The sorors had a wonderful 

Saturday working on a home for a mother and her two children.   
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Boule Highlights 
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Boule Highlights 
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Gamma Rho sorors participated in summer  

internships and research programs…. 

 

Faith Ambrose  interned for Hillary Clinton's campaign here in Mississippi. She was also accept-

ed to the Congressional Black Caucus internship in Washington, DC for the upcoming fall          

semester.  

Jaelah Wright-Keely participated in a Chemistry Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) 

at the Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia.  

Alexia Thomas participated in Research Experience for Undergraduates  at the  University of 

Tennessee in Knoxville, Tennessee. 

Aaliyah Dent participated in a Summer Research Opportunity Program (SROP) at the University 

of Illinois at Chicago.  

Nicole Thompson participated in the Thurgood Marshall College Fund-USDA Forest Service In-

ternship in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

Ursla Offiah interned at Physical Properties of Material at Mississippi State University in 

Starkville, Mississippi. 

Natalie Thompson interned at Alabama Power in Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

 

 

 

Gamma Rho sorors participated in  the Spring ASCEND program in  collaboration 

with Beta Delta Omega and Gamma Omicron 
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 Chapter Retreat– Friday and Saturday, August 19-20, 2016 

 

Be prepared to have a great time learning about our great chapter 

Have a pleasant attitude. 

       A winning smile.                           

                       Excited about getting to know your sisters. 

 

Get Ready for Undergraduate Round-Up 

                  Aug. 26-27, 2016 

             Tips for a successful UGR: 

   ~ Get approval from your professors for Friday classes. 

    ~ Check to make sure you have all of your outfits. 

     ~Bring your documents. 

Have a GREAT SUMMER Sorors!!! 
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