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President’s Korner 

Greetings, 

I am Alexia Thomas, a senior Chemistry Pre-Medicine major, born 

and raised in the capitol city of the beautiful magnolia state. I am 

so delighted to have served as president for another amazing se-

mester and share the wonderful things Gamma Rho has done 

through service, programs, and sisterly relations this year! 

At the start of the semester, members returned to Jackson State 

University to welcome incoming Freshman students. Bright and 

early, members greeted new students and their family, passed out 

candy bags with a motivational message attached, and assisted in 

moving students into their dorm rooms. Following the Freshman 

Move-In members joined the South Eastern Regional Director, 

Mary B. Conner and the SER Conference Committee from the Mis-

sissippi Cluster to discuss logistics for our Destination Conference to be held in Nashville, Tennes-

see, March 2018. The Gamma Rho Chapter’s Vice-President, Jaelah Wright-Keely will serve as the 

Chair of the Undergraduate Step Show and Joslyn Day will serve on the Undergraduate Lunch-

eon Committee. Several members have eagerly joined planning committees and engaged in con-

ference calls as we plan the 86th South Eastern Regional Conference. 

Gamma Rho attended Undergraduate Round-Up in Nashville, Tennessee and donated over 40 

backpacks and 100 supplies. Members were recognized with certificates and medallions for high 

academic achievement with a GPA of 3.0 and above. Upon return to campus, members wel-

comed students back on the first day with 108 Hugs and posted pictures to encourage students 

to share hugs.  Gamma Rho enjoyed a fun filled retreat hosted by the Beta Delta Omega Chapter. 

Members gathered in their best pink and green pajama attire and had the opportunity to learn 

valuable information about self-branding, contributed their piece to a chapter success puzzle, 

and enjoyed sisterly relations conversations while eating delicious treats. The One Million Back-

pack committee hosted a backpack and supplies drive on Gibbs-Green Plaza to donate to our 

adopted classroom at Boyd Elementary.  

The 2017 AKA Week brought a taste of the bayou with glamour to the campus. The theme, Vieux 

Karré: Glamour in the Bayou, was carried out throughout the week with a paint party, financial 

forum, talent show case, and the annual Mr. Debonair Pageant and Melita Woodard Scholarship 

Ball. Members also promoted Think HBCU and Global Impact by encouraging students to wear 

HBCU paraphernalia and distributing United Nations pamphlets. 
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The 2017 AKA Week brought a taste of the bayou with glamour to the campus. The theme, 

Vieux Karré: Glamour in the Bayou, was carried out throughout the week with a paint par-

ty, financial forum, talent show case, and the annual Mr. Debonair Pageant and Melita 

Woodard Scholarship Ball. Members also promoted Think HBCU and Global Impact by en-

couraging students to wear HBCU paraphernalia and distributing United Nations pam-

phlets. 

Gamma Rho co-hosted many fabulous events with Beta Delta Omega Chapter, serving the 

community and promoting targets under the New Dimensions of service. The Fall Well-

ness Fair had a wonderful turn out, undergraduate members were instrumental in provid-

ing ideas for healthy alternatives to snacking and offered face painting and active games 

for children. We successfully hosted another Color Run with BDO for Childhood Hunger 

Awareness. Collaboratively, we received contributions from both chapters, students, and 

the community totaling over 3,000 items donated to Operation Shoe String. Members al-

so served Thanksgiving Dinner to families at the Bethlehem Center. 

Gamma Rho is always working, planning, or serving throughout the semester members 

hosted or assisted with many events catered to the uplifting and educating of students. 

Freshman females interacted with members over conversations about academics, campus 

life, and self-branding during our Freshman Social. Members weekly visited Boyd Elemen-

tary, Wilkins Elementary, and the Bethlehem Center to read, study and assist students 

with assignments in efforts to improve learning skills and promote educational enrich-

ment. Gamma Rho volunteered at the Beauty Rush College Tour, in which students were 

able to learn tips on healthy hair care and skin care treats and receive samples of prod-

ucts. Gamma Rho officers had the awesome privilege to act as officers for the Joint Chap-

ter Meeting with BDO. In acknowledgement for National United Nations Day, Gamma Rho 

Hosted a Bingo Game Night and collected seasonal wraps.  We have truly had a wonderful 

semester! Thank you Gamma Rho for your willingness to serve! 

 

Sisterly,  

 

Alexia J. Thomas 
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The Glamorous Gamma Rho Chapter of Al-

pha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

presented AKA Week 2017 from September 

10th to September 16th. The event was 

chaired by Tokia Abram and co-chaired by Jasmine Gibson. This year's theme was 

Kapturing the Vieux Karré: Glamour in the Bayou. This was our time to celebrate our 

sisterhood as well as enjoy a fun-

filled week as we hosted a multitude 

of service and social events.  

Sunday 

Sunday was the start of our week, as 

we presented "Eglise". We joined 

one another in church services at 

New Vineyard Church in Jackson, MS. 

Monday 

We started off our day by having students of Jack-

son State University stopping by the AKA plot at 

12:08 in their HBCU apparel. Pictures were taken 

with the Instagram cut-out board and socialize 

with some of the Gamma Rho members. That 

evening, some of the ladies met us at Fat Cat Art 

Café for "A Taste of Phine Art", an event for  

painting and socializing.  
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Guests were allowed to pick out a piece of pottery of choice to paint from. As the 

ladies painted, we passed out drinks for them to sip on 

and socialized with them. The event was full of good 

spirits and laughs.  
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Tuesday 

On Tuesday, we presented "Parler de Kredit," a fi-

nancial literacy forum in the student center at 6:08 

pm. Several sorors explained to us the importance 

of credit as well as how to be  an effective leader. It 

was very interactive and informative, and all of the 

attendees learned some vital information.   

 

Wednesday 

We hosted “Go Green” at the plot, where we allowed 

our peers to recycle with us. Later on we had "Faire de 

le Passion" in the Reddix building at 7:08 pm. There 

were five performance submissions varying from sing-

ing, rap, and spoken word with performances from the 

Insatiable Modeling Squad, MADDRAMA, and Dance En-

semble. The showcase had a terrific turn out and all 

seats were filled. A few minutes after the show began, 

there was only standing room left. The crowd seemed 

to love the performances and interacted with each per-

former. At the end, our three judges had to choose a 

winner! The winner was Soror Jasmine Thomas who 

performed spoken word. She was very grateful and surprised when she received her 

certificate and goodie bag. Overall, the showcase was successful. 
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Thursday 

We started off the day with service by presenting “Kode Noir” as we passed 

out flyers in the student center with information containing the United Nations 

Association (UNA-USA). That was a complete success! Later that day, the An-

nual Mr. Debonair Pageant was held. It was a memorable event and we had 

the pleasure of Krowning our new Mr. Debonair, De'Arimus Smith, Mr. Gam-

ma, Christian White, and Mr. Rho, Grant Broadway. From starting off the day 

with service to end- ing the day with a little fun, 

these festivities were rewarding and exciting 

for everyone  who attended. 
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Friday 

On Friday, we distributed suicide awareness flyers to students on the plaza. Septem-

ber is National Suicide Prevention Awareness month so we were sure to promote it 

on our college campus. Later in the evening, students and sorors dressed to impress 

in their elegant ball gowns and 

dapper suits for our annual 

Melita Ann Woodard Endowed 

Scholarship Ball at Old Capitol 

Inn. We enjoyed a Cajun menu 

that lined right up with the 

theme for AKA Week and 

danced the night away.   
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The ladies of the Glamorous Gamma Rho Chapter would like to thank every-

one who helped with and participated in AKA Week 2017.  It was greatly         

appreciated.  
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By Soror Alexia Thomas 

 

 

 

The Organizational Fair was on September 15, 2017 on Gibbs-

Green Plaza. Organizations filled the pedestrian walk way to talk 

about their perspective organizations sharing information about 

membership interest, history, service, and events. Sorors enlightened 

students on the purpose of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

and the wonderful work members have done within the community 

and on campus. Members also encouraged students to attend the 

Melita Woodard Scholarship Ball as well as to attend community ser-

vice at the McCoy Recovery House for Women. Students had the op-

portunity to answer questions and gain valuable information about 

the sisterhood. 

Additionally, stu-

dents were giv-

en informational 

pamphlets about 

the United Na-

tions for Global 

Impact Aware-

ness. 
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On Sunday, 

Sept 24, 2017, 

Gamma Rho    

sorors were in-

vite to volunteer 

at the Annual  

Sickle Cell 5– K Walk/Run/Ride. 

Sorors were asked to wear their JSU t-shirt  and denim bottom 

to help pass out water to the runners and walkers. 

The event was a success. 

Many people came out to sup-

port their friends and family 

who suffer with Sickle Cell 

Anemia and Sickle Cell         

Disease. Sorors enjoy volun-

teering at this event each 

year.  September is National 

Sickle Cell Awareness Month. 

by 

Soror Ursla Offiah,  

Sickle Cell Anemia  

Survivor 
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Spirit Week at Johnson  

Elementary 

 & Hinds Community College 

 

 Johnson Elementary School in hosted a 

School Spirit Week and invited surrounding high schools andcolleges including  

Jackson State University, Alcorn State University, and Lanier High School. 

Johnson’s dance  and step team performed, along with Lanier High School 

band and cheerleaders. 

 Thee Gamma Rho Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, 

members of Kappa Alpha 

Psi Fraternity, Incorpo-

rated and members of 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, In-

corporated also demon-

strated strolling and step-

ping to the students. 

 The presentation 

hopefully motivated the 

young students to contin-

ue to do well in school so 

that one day, they’ll be 

performing great in col-

lege and  be excited for 

their future! 
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On September 21, 2017, 

Gamma Rho was invited 

to stroll at a Battle of the 

Halls event at Hinds Com-

munity College. Students 

of Hinds CC stepped to-

gether as different teams 

and the winning team 

was presented with a  

trophy.     

During inter-

mission,      

sorors 

strolled to 

several songs 

to entertain 

the crowd.  
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Fall Health and Wellness 

Fair  

The Fall Wellness Fair 

was held Saturday, Sep-

tember 30, 2017 at the 

Jackson Revival Center. 

The wellness fair was a collaboration 

between the Beta Delta Omega and 

Gamma Rho Chapters. At the wellness 

fair, there were many booths from 

various organizations promoting 

health and wellness. Gamma Rho     

sorors organized the kid zone and had 

a station inside and outside of the event. At the outside station, sorors facili-

tated games such as kickball, hula hooping, and face painting. The sorors in-

side ran a healthy food station and served 

smoothies, cheese and crackers, parfaits, 

and trail mix assortments.  
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Hurricane Harvey Relief 

Women’s Shirts: 84 

Outerwear: 17 

Pants: 30 

Shorts: 16 

Skirt: 8 

Men’s Shirts: 29 

Men’s Bottoms: 14 

Pillows: 2 

Blankets: 4 

Comforter Set: 1 

Bed Sheets: 1 

Socks: 3 Pairs 

Underwear: 1 Pack 

Pillow Cases: 2 

Shoes: 2 Pair 

Belts: 2 

Hats: 1  
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Stomp Out 

Hunger  

Kolor Fun 

Run    
By Aleah Allen 
 
 

The  2nd Annual Stomp Out Hunger Kolor 

Fun Run was sponsored by The Beta Delta 

Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority 

Inc.   In conjunction with the Gamma Rho 

Chapter of  Alpha Kappa  Alpha Sorority Inc. 

The run was held October 14, 2017 at the Jack-

son State University Intramural Field. It was an 

event created to collect items to donate to Op-

eration Shoestring’s Weekend Backpack Food 

Program.  Participates in 

the run were asked to do-

nate non-perishable item to 

enter the run. Collabora-

tively the chapters collect-

ed 2985 breakfast/lunch/

dinner meals, snacks and 

juices were collected.  

Two hundred  and fifty bags 

were stuffed with 4 meals, 3-4 

snacks and a juice. The food 

was donated on Childhood  Hunger 

Awareness Day,  on Oct. 15.  to  Operation            

Shoestring. 
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   JSU celebrates  

High School Day 

 

High School Students from 

throughout the Magnolia State 

travelled to THEE I Love to wit-

ness the HBCU experience on September 23, 2017. Students 

gathered in the Lee Williams Athletics Assembly Center and 

were welcomed with Tiger Pride by JSU student leaders and 

ambassadors. Members of the Gamma Rho Chapter performed 

a step and chant for students and shared historical information 

about Alpha 

Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, Inc. 

 

by 

Soror Alexia 

Thomas 
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ANTI-HAZING 

PREVENTION 

WEEK 

 

The Glamorous Ladies of 

Gamma Rho had a wonderful 

experience while participat-

ing in Jackson State Universi-

ty’s annual National Hazing 

Prevention Week for the Na-

tional Pan-Hellenic Council. 

Students of the University were instructed to attend a series of events 

that enlightened them on the negative effects of hazing.  

Students received valuable information on what hazing is, the different 

forms of it and how it 

can be reported. Each 

member of Gamma Rho 

and prospective mem-

bers took the pledge of 

“These Hands Don’t 

Haze”.  

All in all, the 2017        

National Hazing Preven-

tion Week was a          

success.  
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ASCEND Cycle 4 

Although the Fall semester of ASCEND Cycle 4 was busy, it  

was very rewarding! Aver 50 students from various schools 

around the community participated. The 

semester started off with an orientation 

session, workshops on financial literacy, 

keys to success presentation, and a Think 

HBCU forum.   Gamma Rho assisted with a 

tour of the COFO Center and a Jackson 

State University campus tour.   They ended  the semester with  

a Christmas celebration. 
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ASCEND Cycle 4  

Spring 2018 Schedule 

January 3rd 

February 4th-Civil Right 

Museum Tour 

March 24th 

April 28th 

May 5th-Graduation 
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Miss Black Mississippi Ambassador 

2018 

 

Jaelah Wright-Keely announced Miss Black 

Mississippi Ambassador 2018. Born and raised in St. Louis, MO. She is a 

Honors Senior, at Jackson State University and studying Chemistry.     

Jaelah is a Spring 2016 initiate of the Glamorous Gamma Rho Chapter 

and currently serves as the Vice-President, Program Chairmen, and 

Chair of the Step Show/Stroll Out for the 86th South Eastern Regional 

Conference. 

Although she wasn't born in Mississippi her family roots reside here. 

Making her passion & enthusiasm for the state as strong as her 

hometown.  

Her platform is R.O.U.T.E 365 which stands for Rejuvenating Opportu-

nities to Uplift, Transcend, and Enhance lives 365 days a year. 

R.O.U.T.E 365 will target 3 areas in the  surrounding Mississippi com-

munity.  

Uplifting woman & girls through Beauty, empowerment, & education; 

Transcending the community through educating the importance of 

black ownership and how to thrive as an entrepreneur, and Enhancing 

the physical beauty of the state of Mississippi and its people through 

Environmental Ownership and health initiatives.  

For appearances, hosting, guest speaking and collaborations 

please contact Jaelah at Jaelahkeely03@gmail.com 
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Miss Black Mississippi Ambassador 2018 

Soror Jaelah Wright-Keely  
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Although this year’s Halloween was 

a gloomy day, the parking lot of 

JSU’s Liberal Arts Building posed an 

exciting event for children.  

Students ranging from ages 4 to 12 arrived in costumes to 

receive candy from  different organizations on campus 

from trunks of cars that were decorated!  Along with  

candy, students were able to get their face painted as 

well as snow-cones. The event was a fun! 
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HomeKoming Week 

Coronation: Miss AKA 

Soror Ovia Slater 

 

Homecoming 2017 is one for the 
record book.  The week began on 

Sunday, October 29, 2017 with the coronation of Mr. & Miss 
Jackson State Uni-
versity.  During the 
coronation, our very 
own Soror Ovia Slat-
er, Miss Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha Sorority, 
Inc. 2017 participat-
ed in the coronation 
with Mr. Debonair 
as her escort.  The 
coronation was 
beautiful and simply 
mystical.  The week 
consisted of a  com-
edy show, fashion 
show, Greek Show, 
concert, street jam, yard party, day parties, initiation lines reun-
ions, alumni reunions and the game against Alabama State Uni-
versity.  The week was filled with fun and fellowship.  Thanks to 
Soror Ovia for representing Gamma Rho chapter as Miss AKA 
2017.   
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HomeKoming Week 

Street Jam 
Street Jam and Carnival fell on Hallow-

een during the 2017 Homecoming Week. 

The Ladies from the Oh So Glamourous 

Gamma Rho Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha provided students with 

Skee-Treats all for $3!  The theme of the night was classy and sassy 

treats. The treats were coated in white chocolate and milk chocolate. 

The ladies served cake pops, pretzels, Oreos, rice krispies, candy ap-

ples, and smores and pink lemonade. We enjoyed the preparing 

sweets and most importantly enjoyed each other’s company. The re-

mainder of the Skee-Treats were served as refreshments to Gamma 

Rho initiates at Homecoming that following Friday. 
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HomeKoming Week 

         Homecoming 2017 Step Show 

Thee Gamma Rho Chapter took second place 

in the Jackson State Homecoming Step-Show! 

The Pink Panther theme brought attention to 

recent police brutalities in the U.S. The team 

took the audience on a rollercoaster by acting 

out physical altercations with the police, and 

even being thrown in jail. It wasn’t easy, but 

with creative help from graduate sorors, the 

step team pulled out a 2nd place win! 

It was a great feeling walking away with a tro-

phy after long nights and early practice. Practices were from 9-11p and 

again at 5am in the mornings everyday. Placing wouldn’t have been possi-

ble without their 

hard work and     

dedication.     

Overall, placing in 

the step show boost-

ed our confidence as 

a step team, and sec-

ond place will only 

make us come harder 

to win first place 

next year!!  
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WelKome Home Sorors 

 

Gamma Rho HomeKoming  

Reunion 2017 

The Gamma Rho Chapter of Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha Sorority, Inc. celebrated Gam-
ma Rho initiates by hosting a refresh-

ment table at the AKA Plot at this year’s Homecoming! Over 
100 Sorors were welcomed home and pink lemonade with as-
sorted cookies, cake pops, chocolate pretzels, and chocolate-
covered apples were 
served. With the strolling 
plus Mississippi’s hot and 
humid weather, Sorors ap-
preciated every drop and 
crumb!   
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Gamma 
Rho’s 

 Plot  

Restoration 

Restoring the plot was no easy task but it was truly 
worth it in the end. The countless hours  spent shop-
ping, painting, and digging in the dirt was rewarded by 
not only having a beautifully restored plot. We were able 
to have bonding time with sorors and creating memo-
ries that will last a lifetime.  

Special thanks to the men of the Distinguished Delta Phi 
Chapter of Alpha Phi Al-
pha Fraternity, Inc. for 
helping to paint. And 
thank you to all sorors for 
helping complete this 
task.  

Everything was greatly        
appreciated and our plot 
looks… Oh So Pretty …. 
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Jackson State University celebrates the  

140th Founders’ Day Convocation 

Soror Gwendolyn S. Dawkins, Graduate Advisor 

 

Jackson State University celebrated the 140th Founders’ Day Convocation 
on Thursday, October 19, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. in the Rose E. McCoy Auditori-
um. The purpose of the Founders’ Day Convocation is to celebrate the 
past, present and future of the university and empowering students to 
become future leaders. The Founder’s Day Convocation allows present 
students to see the humble beginning of the university and how far we 
have come.  

The inspirational speaker for the convocation was Mr. Andrell D. Harris. 
Mr. Harris graduated from Jackson State University in 2008 with a degree 
in finance. Mr. Harris aspired to be 
an Entrepreneur. While in high 
school, he owned several gumball 
machines in several cities in Missis-
sippi. At the young age of 28, he 
became the youngest person to 
own a “Papa Johns” pizza fran-
chise in the city of Natchez, Missis-
sippi.  

He also served in the military and 
was deployed to Baghdad during 
Operation Iraqi  Freedom.          

 

 

 

 

 

Soror Victoria Norwood 

leading Jackson Fair  

Jackson Dear 
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Mr. Harris’ main theme was on financial security, wealth and knowledge. 
People should be very familiar with money. He spoke on financial securi-
ty and how important it is to understand money at a young age. He ex-
plained how we can have money if you make smart decisions. In the 
speech, he stated, “Between the age of 20 and 30 follow the money, 
don’t buy into the follow your passion, people who tell to follow your 
passion mean well, but they won’t pay your student loans.” Also, he said 
“It was my goal to attain a level of financial success that could give me 
financial freedom.” Lastly, he said, “Your net worth will open doors, 
your network will keep doors open.” My favorite quote was “Don’t burn 
any bridges, only Jesus walked on water.” 

 

Mayor of Jackson, Chokwe Antar Lumumba brought greetings on behalf 
of the City of Jackson. He had wonderful accolades to say about the uni-
versity. He stated, “And it is the great work, that this institution has 
done that has provided so much genus around the world.” Miss Jackson 
State University, Ms. Comelia Walker also provided greetings. She stated 
that “We have a generation of people who are thinkers, inquires, articu-
late and confident” she also said, “We are here to honor Thee I Love for 
honoring our dreams, ambitions and aspirations and converting them to 
tangible to aspirations.”  

 

The Founders’ Day speaker gave advice in his speech reminding the audi-
ence, do not use credit cards and do not take out student loans unless 
needed. He also said that if you take care of people, people will take 
care of you. I know that many sorors will not like this one, just because 
an item is on sale, does not mean that you have to buy it. Many sorors 
attended the convocation including    Soror Victoria Norwood who sang 
in the JSU chorale l4ad the singing of "Jackson Fair Jackson Dear." 
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Three Gamma 
Rho initiates turned    
Golden…..which 
means all three fami-
ly members have 

been members of Alpha Kappa  Alpha Sorority, Inc. for 
over 50 wonderful years.   

They are the Dilworth sorors; Soror Sarah Dilworth Lang, 
Gamma Rho '54, Soror Emily Dilworth Jones, Gamma Rho 
'65 and Soror Etawl Alford Dilworth Gamma Rho ’64.    

Over fifty years of service to the community each.   

What a great accomplishment!   

CONGRATULATIONS SORORS! 
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Childhood Hunger Awareness Day at  

Operation Shoestring 

By Soror Aleah Allen 

Over 16.2 million children in America lack the means to get enough nutri-
tious food on a regular basis. They live in food- insecure households and as 
a result, they struggle with hunger at some time during the year.   No child 

should go hungry! 

On October 16, 2017, Gamma Rho and Beta Delta Omega Chapters 
acknowledged Childhood Hunger Awareness Day.  Food donations from 
the Kolor Fun Run was donated to the Operation Shoestring Food Bank             

Gamma Rho and BDO sorors donated over  250 drawstring bags filled 
with easy accessible meals for children.  Other food items were also do-
nated.   
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 United        
Nations (UN)

Day 
 

 

On October 24, 2017 the Gamma Rho 

Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha hosted a 

Bingo Night event in celebration of Unit-

ed Nations Day. The event consisted of a 

PowerPoint informing the students about the UNA-USA program of 

the United Nations, as well as bingo games. Each student donated 

seasonal wraps (gloves, scarves, hats, etc.) to enter the event. The in-

formation consisted of what the United Nations was, their purpose, 

as well as a youth program called Gen-UN.  

After the PowerPoint presentation, attendees and Gamma Rho mem-

bers played multiple rounds of bingo. After each round, prizes were 

distributed to winners. Light refreshments were served, and music 

was played in the background. There was a total of 139 seasonal 

wraps collected and donated to the community.  
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From Monday, November 6th through Sunday, November 12th, 

Gamma Rho Sorors hosted Fall into Flourish Skee-Week, a new initi-

ative created by current International Second Vice President of Al-

pha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Soror Keniece Gray. The 

week included a variety of events aimed at sorority program initia-

tives and targets. On Monday, Sorors 

wore Alpha Kappa Alpha parapherna-

lia and educated the campus commu-

nity on the sorority as well as sorority 

programs. On Wednesday, Sorors par-

ticipated in a 1908 Playground Clean-

up, donating field day equipment, in-

cluding hula hoops and balls, to the 

Lottie Thorton Early Childcare Center 

before cleaning the Gamma Rho 

Chapter adopted playground. On Sat-

urday, Sorors went on a field trip with 

ASCEND students. The students and 

Soros toured The COFO Civil Rights 

Education Center and Jackson State University.  
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Finally, the festivities ended on Sunday, November 11th as Gamma Rho      

Sorors and Beta Delta Omega hosted the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner for a 

community at the Bethlehem Center. Sorors served food, sang songs, and 

engaged in fellowship with attendees. The week was a huge success!  
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Thanksgiving at Bethlehem 

Gamma Rho sorors, collaborated  Beta Delta 

Omega  to host the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner 

for a community in need at The Bethlehem   

Center. Sorors served food, sang songs, and en-

gaged in fellowship with attendees.  
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Girl TalK 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The freshman social 
was a huge success. 
The theme was Talk or 
Treat Freshman Social 
because of the Hal-
loween theme.  Ladies 
were encouraged to 
bring school supplies 
and backpacks to be 
donated to our adopt-
ed school. In total, we 
collected eleven back-
packs and about three 
bags of supplies.  
During the social, in-
teractive discussions were held between the freshman ladies 
and sorors about school, life, and anything they wanted to talk 
about. At the end of the discussion, a question and answer ses-
sion was held where ladies talked urging questions. When this 
was over, candy bags were given to the ladies as a thank you 
for their attendance. This event was a success. 
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Beta Delta Omega  Graduate Advisory     

Committee planned a wonderful Mentor/

Mentee Mixer with a Halloween Theme on 

Friday, October 27, 2017 at the BDO Center.  

Soror Tondra Hall and her committee 

planned a night of fun, food and fellowship 

for Gamma Rho sorors.  We played “Heads- 

Up,” “Karaoke”  and had delicious food.   

 

Beta Delta Omega  sorors serve as mentors for all Gamma Rho mem-

bers.  The Graduate Advisory Council plans several fun activities each 

year so Gamma Rho sorors can have an opportunity to get to know 

their graduate sorors and mentors.   
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Boyd Elementary 

Blurts Newsletter 
 

     
  

 

 

 

 

 

On Mondays and Wednes-

days of each week, the     

members of Gamma Rho       

chaptervvolunteer at our 

adopted classroom at Boyd 

Elementary School.  The   

sorors assist students in 

reading enhancement.  

   
                                 Soror Cayla Harris and Soror Marqua Lofton’s classroom!  

See what’s new at: 

4531 Broadmeadow St. 

Jackson, MS 39206 
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The Gamma Rho Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority Inc. in conjunction with the Delta Phi 

Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc. host-

ed an ice-cream social for Soror Caprecia’s 2nd 

grade class on Tuesday October 31, 2017.  

Sorors Kelly Rozier, Montianah Roseburgh, 

Brooke Felix, and Cayla Harris as well as our 

brothers Michael Chester and Edgar Johnson 

served ice cream and engaged the students 

through reading activities. 

Gamma Rho donated school supplies for the 

students to continue to have a productive 

school year. 

“SKEE-WEE FOR ICE-CREAM” 
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Gamma Soror enjoy tutoring two 

days a week with the students in the 

after-school program at Wilkins Ele-

mentary School.  Sorors assist in 

reading, math, science, fitness, spe-

cial presentations and arts and crafts.  This program is 

apart of Extended Learning Services. 

 

                               

This letter was written to Soror Stephanie Chatman, director, from a stu-

dent at Wilkins Elementary School afterschool program.  She was thank-

ing Soror Tanesha Johnson for assisting her with her reading/story board. 
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Gamma Rho chapter had the     

opportunity to research and col-

lect information sorors on the 

campus of Jackson State Univer-

sity who have made an impact on 

mankind and have a building, 

monuments or special markers named in their honor.  

The information was sent to international archive com-

mittee and will be apart of the  Exhibits and Special Col-

lections at the 2018 Boule and Houston.  It will also serve 

as a traveling exhibit.  Sorors were: 

 

Soror Margaret Walker Alexander  

(M. Walker Center) 

Soror Lottie W. Thornton 

(Lottie W. Thornton Early Childhood Center) 

Soror Dolley M. E. Robinson 

(Dolley M. E. Robinson Liberal Arts Building) 

Soror F. O. Alexander 

(F. O. Alexander Hall) 
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Volunteers from the Gamma Rho chapter 
came out before 
the event was 
scheduled to 
start.  

We were able to help 
with setting up the event by decorating 
the tables, organizing the balloons, and 
by some of us wearing product specific 
shirts to represent the hair products. We 
then gave out hair products and welcomed students as they 
walked in. Then when the speaker came out, we just listened to 
her speak, and were granted the opportunity to take pictures 
with the products, and other students. The speaker spoke about 
being a scientist and how she wanted to help black girls with their 
hair and skin because she had problems with that growing up. In 
terms of hair, she spoke about how to maintain moisture, the 
different types of hair, and how we could get the maximum wear 
and length retention from our different hair types.  
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She also gave away hair product baskets. This entire event, from 
set up to clean up, lasted about four hours. The products that 
were being represented were Cream of Nature,  Lotta Body, 
Cantu, Curls, And Black Radiance: natural care hair products.  
There were many JSU students who attended. At the 
end of the event, students were given sample bags 
with samples from all of the vendors being showcased. 
They were also served pizza and juice for refresh-
ments. All in all, being able to help out with the event 
was very insightful, as we were able to learn more 

about caring for 
our hair, and try 
some samples 
that would help us 
care for our hair.  
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Joint Chapter 

Meeting with 

Beta Delta 

Omega  

 

 

Members of the Gamma Rho Chapter had the opportunity to facili-

tate the Graduate Chapter Meeting on October 21, 2017. The under-

graduate executive board members presented reports of the gradu-

ate members, facilitating motions and various other meeting opera-

tions. The Gamma Rho members enjoyed a wonderful learning oppor-

tunity to serve and understand the value of their positions to chapter 

operations on a graduate level. Thank you Beta Delta Omega Chapter 

for your  

continuous 

sisterly   

mentorship 

and encour-

aging       

support of 

Gamma Rho! 
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MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS DAY 

 

On Friday, October 6, 2917, the Sorors of Gamma Rho 

wore green in recognition of Mental Health Awareness 

Day.  Sorors took pictures and posted on social media   

using the hashtag #gogreenformentalhealth   and 

#gammarhosuppportsmentalhealthawareness 
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FALL 2017 

GRADUATING SENIORS  
 

Soror Shantwanza F Hill is a      
Biology- Pre medicine major 
from Glendora, MS. She is  the 
daughter of Doris Hill and An-
drew Gordon. After graduation, 
she will be furthering her educa-
tion at University of Alabama to 
obtain a Masters’ Degree in An-
thropology. While studying here 
at Jackson State University, she 
learned excessive amount of ed-

ucation and gained so many experiences, that others may    
never get the opportunity to do so. I have lived by the quote, 
“Trust in the Lord with all thy heart, and Lean not to your own 
understanding”. This quote has molded and shaped me into 
the Alpha woman I am today, and I know this will guide me in-
to my career some day.  
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Upon graduation, Soror De’ Jai Nichols 
plans to pursue a career as Physician   
Assistant. She is presently planning to 
attend graduate school to receive a 
masters. By then, she will be prepared 
to pursue her  life long career.  

Soror Melody R. Holmes is from Jackson, 
MS.  She is a Biology Pre-Medicine major. 
She is a member of the  Tri Beta Honor Socie-
ty, Pre Health  Society, Louis Stokes Missis-
sippi Alliance for Minority Participation, and 
many organizations. She was initiated  Sprig 
2017. Melody’s future plans are to continue 
onward in the field of nursing, attending an 
Accelerated Baccalaureate Nursing Program 
and furthering her education in the pursuit 
of becoming an Advanced Practiced Regis-
tered Nurse as a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner. 
One of her favorite bible verses that she of-
ten meditate on is, "Those that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength, they will soar 
on wings like eagles, they will run and not 
grow weary, they will walk and not faint."  
Melody strives to be all that God has des-
tined for her to become.  
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Soror Markesha C. Robinson is a Fall 2017 gradu-

ate from the college of Education & Human De-

velopment with a Bachelors in Therapeutic Rec-

reation. While attending JSU she has been 

awarded several accolades such as Deans List, 

Who’s Who, Tau Sigma Honor Society, and 

much more.  

She was very involved on campus serving as a 

member of many organizations such as a Spr16 

Initiate into the Glamorous Gamma Rho Chapter 

of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., where she 

served as a corresponding secretary, Transfer Ambassadors where 

she served as Marketing/Media Chair,  University Ambassador where 

she served as Miss Ambassador, and many other organizations. 

She maintained a 3.4 GPA as well as serving over 150 hours of commu-

nity service since transferring to JSU. She plans to continue her edu-

cation pursuing a Doctorate in Physical Therapy. Her goal is to one 

day become a physical therapist for   professional sports.  
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Congratulations Fall 2017 Graduates 

 

 

Jazzlyn Harris 

Shantwantza Hill 

Melody Holmes 

Erika James 

Dominique Martin 

De’Jai Nicholas 

Markesha Robinson 

Shalah Robinson 

Breana Viverette 
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     January 8 - Classes Begin 

      January 12 - MLK Convocation 

      January 12 - Officers and Committee Training 

      January 13 - ASCEND Cycle 4 

      January 15 - MLK Day of Service 

      January 20 - Think HBCU Basketball Game 

      January 25 - E-Board Meeting 

      January 27 - 110th AKA Founder’s Day Tea 

      January 28 - Chapter Meeting 

      February 2 -  Pink Goes Red Forum 

      February 4 -  ASCEND Cycle 4 

      February 13 - AKA Day at the Capitol 

      February 22- E-Board Meeting 

      February 25- Chapter Meeting 

*Programs and community Services will be added to the calendar 
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   March 5-9 - Mid-Term Exams 

   March 10 -  Great Reveal 

    March 12–16 - Spring Break 

    March 19-23 - NPHC Week 

    March 22 - E-Board Meeting 

    March 24 -  Emerging Leaders 

    March 24 - ASCEND Cycle 4 

    March 25 - Chapter Meeting 

    March 30– April 2 - Easter Break 

    March 31 - Standards Report due 

    April 8 -  Graduating Seniors Reception 

    April 13 - Deadline for Student Org. 

Renewal 

    April 15 -  NPHC Awards Banquet 

    April 21 - Thee I Love Bash 

    April 19 - E-Board Meeting 

    April 22 - Chapter Meeting 

    April 23-27 - Final Exams 

    April 28 - Spring Undergraduate Commencement Exercise  

    April 28 -  ASCEND Cycle 4 
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Basileus                                                                                       Anti-Basileus 

Karimah Strawder                                                               Jasmine Gibson 

 

Grammateus                                                                     Anti-Grammateus 

Shelby Wilson                                                                          Malika Wilson 

 

Tamiouchos                                                           Pecunious Grammateus 

Treasure Carpenter                   Ursla Offiah 

 

Epistoleus                                                                                         Philacter  

Brunti Givens                                                                   Courtney Denson 

                                                                                          

Hodegos                                                                                           Historian 

Riana Roberts                                                                         Brittney Snell 

                                                                                   

Business Manager                                                           Ivy Leaf Reporter 
Kelly Rozier                                                                              Sydney Turner 
 
Parliamentarian                                                                           Chaplain  
Jaelah Wright –Keely                           Cayla Harris  
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Web Mistress                                                             Miss AKA 
Jasmine Parham                                                 Glynnis Pleasant 
 
Member-At– Large                                                  NPHC Reps 
Riana Roberts                                                         Brooke Felix 
Asjah Amos                                                     Alexandria Brock 
                                                                                Miya Dickerson 
 
                               Nominating Committee      
                               Alexandria Broack                                                                    
     Kierra Reed 

                      Glynnis Pleasant 
     Treasure Carpenter 
            Malika Wilson   
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Gamma Rho 2017 Officers 
 
 Basileus                                                                                                        Anti-Basileus 
Alexia Thomas                                                                               Jaelah Wright-Keely 
 
Grammateus                                                                                     Anti-Grammateus 
Jaslyn Richardson                                                                                        Ursla Offiah 
 
Tamiouchos                                                                             Pecunious Grammateus 
Jerrica Johnson                                                                                 Karimah Strawder  
 
Epistoleus                                                                                               Philacter  
Markesha Robinson                                                                   Courtney Denson 
                                                                                          
Hodegos                                                                                                         Historian 
Laura Coleman                                                                                      Aaliyah Dent 
                                                                                   
Business Manager                                                                      Ivy Leaf Reporter 
Shalah Robinson                                                                               Marqua Lofton 
                                                                                                   
 
 Web Mistress                                                                                                Miss AKA 
Casey Fisher                                                                                                  Ovia Slater 
 
 Member-At– Large                                                                                    NPHC Reps 
Asja Amos                                                                                     Chelsea Watts 
                                                                                    Frantreasea Williams 
                                                                       

 Nominating Committee 
Aaliyah Dent 
Erin Williams 

Frantresea Williams 
Karimah Strawder 

 
Dr. Gwendolyn S. Dawkins, Graduate Advisor 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated 

Gamma Rho Chapter 

Jackson State University 

P. O Box 17096 Jackson, MS  39217 

www.gammarho1949.org 

 

 

The Glamorous Times commit-

tee would like to thank sorors 

for your timely submission of  

articles, photos & noteworthy 

chapter news and events. 

Happy Birthday to all sorors celebrating birthdays 

in September, October, November and December 


